
THE R O C K E F E L L E R  U N I V E R S I T Y  
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November 2 0 ,  1 9 8 6  

J O S H U A  L E D E R B E R G  

P R E S I D E N T  

I 
d 

Major General  P h i l i p  Russe l l  
Commander, U . S .  Army Medical 

F o r t  D e t r i c k ,  Maryland 2 1 7 0 1  
Research and Development Command 

Dear General R u s s e l l :  

I a m  v e r y  g l a d  you c a l l e d ,  and look forward t o  f i n d i n g  a 
t i m e  t h a t  w e  can s i t  down t o g e t h e r  i n  Washington o r  F o r t  D e -  
t r i c k .  

Enclosed i s  s o m e  mater ia l  o u t l i n i n g  what I l ea rned  i n  
Moscow l a s t  month: t h e i r  account  of  t h e  1 9 7 9  an thrax  epidemic 
a t  Sverdlovsk.  Ted Woodward was i n  ou r  group and I am s u r e  
you would f i n d  it u s e f u l  t o  g e t  h i s  own views on what w e  heard  
t o g e t h e r .  

The mater ia l  g i v e s  my own pe r sona l  impressions and recom- 
mendations about  s u i t a b l e  cour ses  of  a c t i o n .  While I b e l i e v e  
t h a t  w e  should p u t  less emphasis on t h e  1 9 7 9  epidemic as e v i -  
dence,  t h e r e  are ample o t h e r  r easons  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  
con t inue  t o  s u s t a i n  a s u b s t a n t i a l  BW development e f f o r t .  D e -  
s p i t e  t h e  1 9 7 2  convent ion,  t h e  v e r i f i c a t i o n  and enforcement o f  
BW a r m s  c o n t r o l  remains a vexing problem. Even absen t  f l a g r a n t  
v i o l a t i o n s  of t h e  convent ion,  a r e s i d u e  of  overhanging problems 
are no t  so e a s y  t o  addres s .  I have at tempted t o  o u t l i n e  some 
of  t h e s e  i n  t h e  enc losed  mater ia l .  

A l s o  inc luded  are mater ia ls  t h a t  I have r ece ived  from D r .  
Matthew Meselson of  Harvard Un ive r s i ty .  I n  l a t e  August he w a s  
b r i e f e d  even more e x t e n s i v e l y  than  w e  w e r e :  and he has  been an 
e f f i c i e n t  condu i t  f o r  o t h e r  documents t h a t  t h e  S o v i e t s  appear 
t o  be w i l l i n g  t o  release a t  t h i s  t i m e .  D r .  Meselson has  autho- 
r i z e d  m e  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  t h e  segment t h a t  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  as h i s  
own n o t e s  o n l y  on t h e  understanding t h a t  it w i l l  n o t  be pub- 
l i s h e d  i n  t h e  open p r e s s  wi thou t  h i s  consent .  

I hope t h i s  w i l l  be h e l p f u l  t o  you and t h a t  some of it 
a t  l eas t  w i l l  be impor tan t  background f o r  ou r  own d i s c u s s i o n  
when w e  can schedule  t h a t .  

Yours s i n c e r e l y ,  

Encls .  
Joshua Lederberg 


